
Terra Timeline if Maximally Extended

Mar-Apr 2027, Terra 
conducts Instrument 
Shutdown & Spacecraft 
Passivation

ASTER US Science Team Leader: Michael Abrams (mjabrams@jpl.nasa.gov) 
CERES Principal Investigator : Norman Loeb (norman.g.loeb@nasa.gov)
MISR Principal Investigator: David Diner (david.j.diner@jpl.nasa.gov) 
MODIS Science Team Leader: Michael King (michael.king@lasp.colorado.edu)
MOPITT US Principal Investigator: Helen Worden (hmw@ucar.edu) 

ASTER: Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer
CERES: Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant Energy System
MISR: Multi-angle Imaging SpectroRadiometer
MODIS: MODerate-resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
MOPITT: Measurements Of Pollution In The Troposphere

Feb-Mar 2026, Terra 
executes Perigee-
Lowering Burns

Terra, launched on 18 December 1999, provides 
almost all areas of Earth Science measurements from 
the morning orbit and is expected to contribute 
comprehensive Climate Data Records for close to 3 
decades. Terra’s FIVE healthy instruments – ASTER, 
CERES, MISR, MODIS, and MOPITT – continue to 
collect data that are widely used by the science 
communities and are strongly recommended by the 
NASA 2020 Senior Review for an extended mission to 
Phase F. 

Phase E

Jan 2028 Jan 2029
Terra Project Scientist: Kurt Thome (kurtis.thome@nasa.gov) 
Terra Program Scientist: Garik Gutman (garik.gutman@nasa.gov)
Terra Mission Manager: Wynn Watson (wynn.j.watson@nasa.gov)
Terra Deputy Project Scientist: Si-Chee Tsay (si-chee.tsay@nasa.gov)
Terra Deputy Project Scientist for Data: Robert Wolfe (robert.e.wolfe@nasa.gov) 

Phase F (2 years)*

Reprocessing of final Terra datasets:
At the end of Phase F, final delivery 
of Terra science-quality datasets to 

data archive

MO: GSFC ESMO closeout activities

Terra satellite and instrument
decommissioning activities

DA: Project management and 
ASTER, CERES, MISR, MODIS, and 
MOPITT science team activities to 
produce final science-quality 
datasets and documentation

Last inclination maneuvers performed in Spring 2020 leading to MLT drift

Oct 2022, Terra lowers 
orbit from 705 km Earth 
Science Constellation 
altitude when platform 
reaches 10:15 am MLT
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